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For the Glory of God!

By Clayton Kliewer

“...so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” -Isaiah 55:11
The Lord is truly faithful to His word and its purpose to bring glory
to Himself. He does this in His own time (not our time). He is patient in His
work (even when we are not). As 2 Peter 3:9 says, “The Lord is not slow to
fulfill His promises” (even though, in our impatience, we may think otherwise). In my roughly twenty years of ministry with CRC, our righteous and
sovereign Lord has revealed this truth to me as I have seen Him work in the lives of students and our summer
(staff) missionaries. It is one of my greatest joys to see His Word planted in the hearts of so many and to see the
growth and fruit through His faithful provision.
One particular student that stands out to me is Jared Hastings. Starting with the first day of Day Camp as a
third grader, Jared left an instant impression. He was very outspoken and full of energy. It was no surprise that all
of the staff had learned Jared’s name by the end of that first day. Throughout his years of Day Camp, Jared was
known for keeping conversation lively and the staff on their toes. I’m pretty certain that there were a few camp
rules that were newly created as a result of his uncanny ability for finding loopholes in the system. There were a
number of times I would pray at the end of the day, “Lord, please give us enough energy to keep up with this kid…
and patience too.” There is little doubt in my mind that Jared’s counselors slept well on those nights after camp!
In the midst of the challenge the Lord carved out a spot for Jared in the hearts of the staff. My own heart especially. I looked forward to each year to see that kid show up for camp.
Fast forward to recent years. Jared has now served as
staff for a number of years on Travel Camp. The Lord has shaped
and molded Jared into a leader and teacher. Jordan Grantham
and I, on multiple occasions, have commented on what a joy it
has been to see him grow into the man of God that he is today.
Jared’s youthful energy has also come in handy when there is a
long hike ahead of us or an impromptu Spikeball tournament at
hand. Both of which involve high school students who always
want to go full throttle. As Jordan and I are now in our 40’s, we
don’t have a throttle that can stay at “full” for very long. Fortunately, Jared has a throttle that rarely ever goes lower than
“full”. In addition to his energy, Jared’s genuine love for the
youth was always on display through countless hours of games
and conversations on the bus.

Jared has the gift of teaching and had the opportunity to teach several times on Travel Camp. As I sat under his teaching, I thought back through the years since I first met that energetic, boisterous kid and quickly realized he has become a brother in Christ that I dearly love. His love for God’s Word and desire for Christ to be proclaimed is very evident in his life and teaching. I know I speak for Jordan and the rest of the “senior staff” in saying that we give God the glory for the work He has done and will continue to do in and through Jared’s life and
obedient service.
In August of 2019, Jared married Keri Oswald and just last month they were blessed with the birth of a
baby girl named Emersyn! Between family life and a career in ag. insurance and farming, Jared is taking a break
from Travel Camp. (At least for now... Jordan and I are not-so-secretly holding onto hope that he will be back one
day!) We want to thank and honor Jared for his commitment to the Lord and willingness to serve the youth in
our area. It has been a great privilege to watch him grow up from an ornery, wild-eyed boy to an honorable and
wise brother in Christ!
I would ask each of you to join me in giving thanks to the Lord for Jared. His life and ministry has been a
blessing to so many, especially me. What a testament Jared is to the Lord’s kindness and faithfulness to send out
His Word and for it to accomplish the task for which He sent it. Also, pray that the Lord would strengthen and
bless Jared, Keri, and Emersyn and that their home and service to Christ would continue to bring glory and honor
to the Lord.

Work Days and Future Plans!
We had several good crews join us this spring to
help with some clean-up! Any help is greatly appreciated! If your family group or church group
would like to volunteer there are multiple general maintenance and grounds projects that we
would love help with. We are also excited to announce our tentative plan to build a storage
garage to help house our canoes, camp equipment, and trailers! Any special donations toward
this can labeled “new garage” in the memo. If anyone would like to help with the construction, (this fall and winter) please watch our website and Facebook page for more information,
or contact us at (402) 849-2606!

W

ith the dry winter, we were able to rent a long arm excavator and
dredge out our pond! The scenery will not be quite as picturesque this summer with some dirt piled on the banks, but it is a
short term problem that the canary
and brome grass will quickly overcome! I know our
summer missionaries will appreciate not wading
through the mud and muck to rescue campers who
have high-centered their canoes in shallow water!

SOME ADDED

Giving and Estate Planning “Ask the Lord of the harvest…”
One avenue of giving that applies more so to our local
area is that of grain commodities. CRC has accounts set
up at several elevators in the area if this form of giving is
of interest.
Another area to consider is estate planning. Taking the
necessary steps to pass on an inheritance well is ultimately
an act of stewardship. There is value in reminding ourselves that in the grand scope of things we are stewards of
God’s possessions as opposed to just owners of our stuff.
The following website has a couple good articles to read
as one thinks about estate planning.
https://christianaidministries.org/?s=estate+planning
Or you can go to the Christian Aid Ministries website
and search ’estate planning.’
Thank you to the many of you
who partner with CRC in prayer
and financially and for considering
CRC as you do estate planning.

It is exciting (and sometimes nerve racking) every
year to see who God brings as summer missionaries
to work alongside us in sharing the Gospel and encouraging spiritual growth. We have a great crew
that has volunteered this summer and we are looking forward to what God is going to do in the lives of
the campers and the staff as we spend time together
and in God’s Word! Please be in prayer for the
campers and the summer missionaries…

1. Hearts would be open and responsive to the
Gospel.
2. Students and staff would be drawn into a closer
walk with Christ that produces spiritual growth
and fruit.
3. Safety and wisdom throughout the various activities.

Thank you in advance for your partnership!

Please be in prayer for our upcoming camps!
June 2

5th-8th Boys Basketball Camp

June 3

5th-8th Girls Basketball Camp

June 14-17

Jr. High Day Camp

June 20-July 1 Elementary Day Camp
June 24

Day Camp Picnic

July 12-21

Travel Camp

Visit www.crcnebraska.com for details and to register.
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