
From The  Heart (Paul)    
 Since I last wrote to 
you I have had some signifi-
cant trials in my life. In June I 
had a heart attack and then 
quadruple by-pass surgery. 
This fall I came down with 
covid. My battle with the virus 
was fairly miserable for sever-
al weeks.  

 I tell you this because I 
want you to know that God 
was faithful to me, not only in 
sparing my life, but in teach-
ing me some things that can 
only come through trials. 
Kathy and I both purposed in 
our hearts that we would 
“count it all joy as we experi-
enced great trials, because we 
knew that the testing of our 
faith would produce endur-
ance and endurance would 
cause our faith to 

grow.” (James 1:2-5)  We 
were not afraid because we 
knew that God is good, and 
therefore, we knew His will is 
also good.   

 As the 
apostle Paul 
spoke about in 
Philippians 1, we 
desire to glorify 
God, whether by 
life or by death. 
How we face 
death is our last 
great witness. We 
know that people 
are watching, and we want 
them to see that we are not 
afraid. We also know that 
“the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory 
which is to follow.“ (Romans 
8:18)    

 Here are a few things 
God has shown me during my 
times of trial.   

1. I found that it was a very 
different experience 
being the one in the 
bed instead of the 
one beside the bed, as 
I have been many 
times as a pastor. It 
has given me greater 
understanding and 
empathy. 

2. I want to invest 
what God is teaching 

me in the lives of others. 
(II Corinthians 1:3-8) 

3. There is a reason God 
spared me, so I must use 
wisely the days that I have 
left. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Volume 45, Issue 1 

Fall/Winter 2020 

FROM THE HEART 

Footprints 
Size 8 (Paul)   

The last nine months have been 
a great trial for all of us! I am 
grateful that I have been able to 
keep my various ministries go-
ing or to restart them. During 
my limited activity 
because of health restrictions, I 
was so blessed to have Jordan 
Grantham here at CRC and Rick 
Bartek at Stockham Community 
Church. They are both capable 
young men who could carry on 
the work without missing a 
beat! 

 My cur-
rent activities are 
counseling, 
preaching, and 
teaching (Adult 
SS and Wed. 
Night at Stock-

 

ham, a Bible study in Grand Island, 
and a men’s Bible study starting in 
January at CRC). This past summer 
we hosted a college study at CRC, 
which Jordan and I took turns 
teaching. I continue to spend much 
time keeping up the building and 
grounds at CRC. God has provided 
us a beautiful place and I am hon-
ored to be able to still assist in 
keeping it that way. 
 I want to express my sin-
cere thanks to you who help to sup-
port the Christian Resource Center 
and to ensure that the ministry can 
continue.  
 
Size 10.5 (Jordan) 

   I feel very privileged to be in-
volved at CRC and the surround-
ing communities.  Here is a bullet 
list of many of the things I have 
spent time on this past year.   

 Summer Camps & Prep 

 General Maintenance 

 Young Men’s Study 

 Stockham Youth & SS 

 5th & 6th Afterschool Program 

 Coaching Jr. High Football 

 Giltner FCA 

 Meeting with various pastors 
and students 

 Summer Intern Program     
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Day Camps 
 With the uncertainty that came with Covid-19 we 
were not sure how the summer would look and if we 
would be able to have camp.  We did end up cancelling 
our basketball camp and postponing Jr. High Camp.  
The Elementary Camp did end up happening and we 
spent time studying the fruit of the Spirit.  Even though 
we were more distanced than normal the Gospel is 
something that does not change and we were excited 
about the opportunity to share it. 
 The postponed Jr. High Camp was moved to the 
end of July and was a “one-day extravaganza” as op-
posed to the usual four days.  The day was filled with 
games, canoeing, hiking, obstacle course, go-karts, and 
a water fight.  During the teaching time Clayton Kliewer 
shared from the book of Daniel and the day ended up 
with an exciting camp-wide game! 

Travel Camp  
 Due to the various limitations at the national 
parks we were unable to do our typical Travel Camp 
that was slated to go to the Grand Canyon.  Instead, 
we put together a 7 day excursion to South Dakota.  
Two of our usual TC’s go there also, so we put Sandy 
Kliewer to the task of finding a few different activities.  
She did a great job and set us up with time at Sylvan 
Lake, hiking Black Elk Peak, tackling a high ropes course, 
and taking a ride on an 1880 train!  We also took in the
Badlands and Mt. Rushmore with the majority of our 

nights at a campground in Custer. A special thanks to

For our “excursion” we put together a new 
teaching track titled “Jesus is Better!”  We drew pri-
marily from Hebrews and the fact that Jesus is the 
better prophet, priest, and king.  Not traveling as 
much was easier, but we did learn that a longer trip 

is a little better.  We heard multiple comments of “It’s over already?” and 
“We just got here!”  All in all it 
enjoying God and His creation! 

4. In times of trial, I need to 
trust others and their 
knowledge and skills. God 
has gifted them for my bene-
fit. 

Here are some questions God put 
on my heart to ask others who 
might be going through trials: 

Are you ready to die? Do you 
believe the Gospel? Are your sins 
forgiven? When you meet Jesus, 
will He say, “Depart from me, for 
I never knew you?” Or will He 
say, “Welcome, enter into my 
joy?” 

What is your witness to the doc-
tors and staff, and how will you 
be remembered there? 

Have you made peace with God 
and with your family and others? 
Don’t wait until it is too late. 

How do you want to be remem-
bered by your family, friends and 
community? 

 As I close, I want to thank 
you for your many acts of kind-
ness and words of encourage-
ment. They meant so much to 
me. I am grateful that the Lord is 
allowing me more days to contin-
ue to minister and serve Him. 

From the Heart (Jordan)
  

 What a year 2020 has 
been!  Who would have believed 
that so much of our world would 
come to a screeching halt?  Yet, life 
has gone on with some chang-
es...many frustrating, some enlight-
ening.  As life has continued, so has 
the reality of human frailty and 
wrestling with God’s sovereignty 
and timing.  I went through this with 
the sudden passing of Chris Rikli, a 
good friend from college, and with 
Paul’s surgery.  In light of this, I 
want to encourage us in this upcom-
ing Christmas season to not leave 
things unsaid! 
 Life is very short and we do 
not know when God will have us 
step into eternity.  This reality im-
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pacts us heavily in the area of relation-
ships.  I had the default honor (Kathy 
was in Idaho) of being with Paul ahead 
of his surgery.  With that time, I was 
able to share with Paul how grateful I 
am for his Godly example and influ-
ence in my life.   
 In the case with Chris, there 
were not any formal goodbyes.  He 
was gone in an instant.  Yet my chal-
lenge to us comes from one of the last 
emails he sent to a group of his friends 
about some things that he treasured. 
Chris stated, “It is a rare thing to be 
truly known.”  In relationships, it takes 
being open, honest, and vulnerable to 
be truly known. Chris was good at that. 
 And just like our relationship 
with God through Christ, Chris said 

“You chose to be my friend and love 
me in spite of so many reasons to do 
the opposite!”  May we strive to be the 
same type of people. 
 Something else inspiring from 
Chris were his 2020 goals...Be Kind, 
Be Honest, Be Generous.  I think 
about these in relation to our words, 
our time, our talents, our resources, 
and the good news about Jesus Christ! 
 Wrapping up, I challenge us 
again… 
Do not leave valuable thanksgiving, 
truth, hurts, dreams, love, encour-
agement, and blessings left unsaid!   
 It can be written or spoken, but 
do not let it remain only a thought in 
our heads! 

and Jared Keri Hastings for joining us as staff.

was great to get away and spend time
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CRC Finances 
 We want to sincerely thank 
all of you who have helped us fi-
nancially over the many years of 
ministry through the Christian Re-
source Center. CRC is funded by 
contributions from individuals and 
churches who have been touched 
by its ministries. We strive to be 
good stewards of the resources we 

have been given. The new lodge 
continues to be a huge blessing to 

the regular ministries of CRC and 
to the community at large as it is 
used for weddings, funerals, semi-
nars, Bible studies, and family, 
church, and community events. 
 As seasons of life come and 
go, so have some of our very faith-

ful supporters of this ministry. We 
are needing to replace the support 
of those who have “finished their 
course.” If God is calling you to 
partner with us financially and 
help fill this need it would be great-
ly appreciated. Please pray that 
God would raise up the people and 
resources necessary for the contin-
ued work here at CRC. Thank you 
so much! 

Men’s Bible Study        

Christian Resource Center will be hosting a men’s Bible 
study on Thursday mornings from 6:30-7:30 AM, be-
ginning January 7 and running through March 18. 

The study will be in the Book of Psalms, looking at the 
theme of “men after God’s own heart.” Call CRC for 
any questions. 402-849-2606. 

 Summer Interns 
We enjoyed having Garrett Leach join us for a second summer as an in-
tern.  His brother Trevor joined in on that this summer as well.  As part 
of the intern program we do some in depth study and discipleship to-
gether  and give them the opportunity to explore their spiritual gifting.  
If you know of anyone who has finished two years of college that might 
be interested in serving the Lord at CRC our website has an application . 

Something New! 
With a memorial and several gen-

erous donations we were able to 

purchase a couple awnings to fin-

ish out the deck.  With the deck on 

the west side we were finding it dif-

ficult to be used in the heat of sum-

mer.  These additions are going to 

be very nice!  Feel free to come out 

and enjoy!  A special thanks to 

those of you who were able to con-

tribute!   

Projects! 
Our bridge and dam project has taken 
some major steps forward.  All that is 
left is some fine tuning and shaping of 
the existing bank. There is a good 
amount of tree and hedge trimming 
that has to take place every year as 
well as a number of pines that have to 
be removed.  We are also hoping to 
pour a concrete back patio in the near 
future.  If you or your church would be 
interested in helping out with any of 
these projects please let us know at 
(402) 849-2606!     Event with us!  

The CRC Lodge and 
grounds are available for 
your church or family event!  
The cost is $1/person/day 
up to $100.  Or you or your 
family can spend the day 
enjoying hiking, biking, and 
canoeing.  Call (402) 849-
2606 to reserve a day or 
weekend! 



The New Lodge and CRC 
grounds are always available to 
be used.  If you have a gathering 
we can help you host, please give 

us a call (402) 849-2606! 

Christian Resource Center 
603 South K Rd 
Giltner NE 68841 

 

   Cale Carlson Phil Esslinger    

LaVelle Hitzemann  

Paul Huenefeld Zach Hunnicutt 

Kathy Nauman Dan Wilson 

CRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

January 1st Registration for Travel Camp opens at www.crcnebraska.com  

January 7th  Men’s Bible Fellowship at CRC begins.  Thursdays 6:30-7:30am 

Late March Work Day to help get CRC grounds ready for the summer camps and activities.  

 Watch our fb page for more details. 

April 4th  Sunrise Service at the CRC Hilltop Pavilion 6:50 am  

June 15-18 Jr. High Day Camp  (register at www.crcnebraska.com) 

June 21-July 2 Elem. Day Camp (register at www.crcnebraska.com) 

July 2 Day Camp Picnic (6:30pm) 

July 16-26 Travel Camp heading to Grand Canyon  *The cost this year is $575.  

For more information on each of these events please see our website at 
www.crcnebraska.com.  
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